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Foz the BILL now Depending befoze the LORDS 
in Pachament concerning the ſaid Adminiſtration, 


HE Petitioner againſt the BI LL having latcly in a Petition -to the 
Houſe of Commors ſct forth the pretended Will of Sir If 3//iar Godol- 
phin of the 3othof March 1596, that Petition was referred to a 
Committee , who made a ſpecial Report to the Houſe of what a PCar- 
e1 to them m cxamining the Subject Matter of it, with their Opimon 
pon the whole Caſe in the Reſolutions following : Viz. 

THAT the Notarial Atat Madrid of the ;<th March 1C 96, for ſo much there- 
of as relates to a Power pretended to be given to Four Perſons therein named , to 
make Sir William Godolphin's Will aftcr his death, 1s null and void. 

THAT the Expreſſion uſcd in the faid Notarial At of Sir William Godolphin's 
declaring his Soul his Univerſal Heir, is void and of no cfleft in our Law. 

THAT the Adminiſtration granted to the next Relations of Sir William Godo!- 
phin on a Will ſolemnly declared by him ſome few days before his death, in preſence 
of a competent number of Credible Witneſſes, duly ſworn by Commiſſion out of 
the Prerogarive Court of (amterbrry, 1s well granted, and ought tohave irs ſull Effc&. 

Al! which Reſolutions being agrecd to by the Houſe , are the Foundation of the 
preſent BILL, which was ordered to be brought in purſuant thercunto., 

Somme of the Reaſons for which are , 

1. THAT the Caſe being very extraordinary, may deſerve a ſpecial Remedy by 
Bill, as well becaule 1t is without Preſtdent, as that it may nor be drawn into Example: 

2. THAT thegreateſt part of this Eſtate being beyond the Ecas, will be in dan- 
ger of being Imbezet'd , during the delays of Controverting the Adminiſtration in 
the Ordinary Courts. . | 

3. THAT ſuch delays have been affefed, appears, For that no ſtep was made 
to prove the ſaid Nortarial Ac here , nll Thirteen Months after Sir William's death, 
and Eight after the Adminiſtration granted, 

a. THAT (ince the Power pretended to be delegated for making a Poſthumous 
Will, 1s acknowledged to be void, there ſeems no reaſon to require a tedious Proceſs 
to come at the Declaration of it, | | 

5. THAT tho the Notarial Ae of thez6th March,ſhould be admitted ro be-good, 
as ro the Specifical Legacies and other Sums expreſ]y given therein, which the BI LL 
does not deſtroy ; yer thele being already fatified , and the reſidue of the Eſtate of 
r7icht belonging to the next of Kin, and the Executors only Truſtees in Law for them, 
*; +3 bur juſt to transfer the Truſt by the BILL as the Caſe is circumſtanced, = 

To which there 1s this further Inducement, from the appearances of Fraud in the 

-:.:d Notarial At, 
- x. As tothe Deſign and Frame of it , the Will-makers being themſelves alſo Exe- 
ators , and the Soul declared Univerſal Heir , to give them a full Latitude in their 
/Diſpoſitions and a Clauſe of Exemption from Account, that they might praGtiſe Fraud 
/ with Impunity. 

2. As to the Time and Manner of Declaring it , Sir Wi/;azz was Bed-rid , and in 
that condition ſurrounded by Friars and Pricſls, and 5300 Piſtols given by them to 
the Servants ; moſt of it to thoſe who witneſſed the ſaid A& for the Prieſts. 

| 3. As tothe Practice and Execution of it, The Notarial AG refers to Inſtructions 
for their Government , bur they have abſolutely refuſed to ſhew any ſuch to the En- 
oliſh Envoy in Spaiz : They have not hitherto produced them at Yezice , where the 
were alſo demanded, and they have ſent two different Wills to Roxzez which doth not 
look like Governing themſelves by a Rule preſcribed to them , and are now cenfared 
by the Eccleſiaſtical Viſitor at Madrid, for giving 100cs Piſtols among their own Se- 
cular Relations, and other Fraudulent Practices. 

From the Conſidetation of all which , 1t 3s humbly hoped , That their Lora:  :- 
think it reaſonable to go on withthe BILL ſent up by the Commons, IVhereby the 
Adminiſtration of Sir William Godolphin's Eftate already granted , may te eſt a- 
bliſhed , in order- to preſerve from ruin that part which is in England , and enable 

the Adminiſtrators to proſecute their Juſt Pretenſions to that beyond the Seas: 
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